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SERVICE RECORDS OF THE DIRZCTORS .

OF CENTRAL INTELLIQENCE, 19h6-19531

Hear AdmipﬁliSidney W. Souers, USN, served as the first ICI,
1%

from January;?ﬁ%gl?h&, when President Truman ordered the establish-

ment, of the NIA and the 010,2 to June;ﬁ§§119h6. Admiral Souers!
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geace Agency.
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; 1 rnie study, prepared by the Historicel Staff in April 1956, is
-9 intended to establish historically relisble dates, in convenient
o~ reference form for the Iirector's office, covering the tenure of
- each of the five meh who served successively as [irector of Central
T Intelligence from January 1946 to date, and to attempt to reconcile
‘ occasionally conflicting or missing evidence on particular dates
for a given appointment, oath of office, entrance on duty, or de-
parture from office. Five Directors in all served in turn during
the first ten years of 0IQ/CIA: Sidney W. Souers, loyt S. Vandenberg,
Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter, W. Bedell Smith, and Allen W. Inlles, The
historical dooumentation for the periocd of the fourth of these
Direotors, General Bmith, has besen taken primarily from the Histori-
cal Staff's comprehensive history of hise administration, in drafi

This decument hazs Leen

&pproved for relesse t

the HISTORICAL REVIEW PR

the Central Intell

Wffioial rooords on which that higtory 1s Beseds. ... ..

ments, dates, and other documentation had not previously been
assembled and collated by the Historical Staff. While the presenti
study is based largely on research in the Agenoy's official records,
1% almo contains references glesned from informel office diaries
kept in the Director's office, interviews on doubtful points with
persomnel of the Dirscter's office, and contemporary press nollces,
81l in order to make the formal dates mors meaningful and to attempt
to 111 some of the particular gaps not covered in the official
records available to the Historiocal Staff.

;i
i 2 president Harry S. Truman's letter of Jamuary 22, 1546, addressed
Lo the Secretaries of State, War, end Navy, 1s regarded by the
Historical Steff as the beginning date for the Central Intelligence
group (CIG) and the Nationsl Intelligence Authority (NIA). (Copy of
the President's letter, mimeographed and unclassified, is in O/DCI/HS
filea.) In & later legal interpretation, hnwevar’ the Oeneral Coun-
sel's Office suggested thet Februery 5, 1946, was”the effective date™
for KIA snd (by implicetion) for CIOQ. That interpretation (issued
L; in 1953) cites the President's formal Executive Order of February 5,
’ 1946, which apparently re-issued the substance of his letter of
. ' Jamuary 22 into & form for genaral publicetion in the daily Federal
%ﬁ; Register. {See Qeneral Counsel's peamphlet entitled "Text and Explana-
tion of the Central Intelligence Act of 1949...and Other Statutes...,"
/ Res®stricted, issued in Qot. 1952, especlslly pa%e 19 revised on
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ept. 1, 1953; and Federal Register, Feb. 5, 1546.) el Casbon cevised
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formal npgointment was by Presidential letter (probsbly dated
January ; "22,319146), and wes not subject to Senate aonfirmation;
and he wag sworn in;_ and took office on that same day.2 He had
agreed to serve as éhe first Director for only & limited peried,
extending to "about s£ix months® ,3 and sfter his successor (Jeneral
Vendenberg) had been selected, Souers left CIG and returned to the

) "
\ Hhit.e Houao staﬁ“ on June ‘*5.0,, 1946.

b
~{ S oy 3
’ t? ’&;H": Lieutenant Ganeral Hoyt 8. Vandenberg, US Army, served as
{ e ) /
i eI from June 10, 1946, to May 1, 1947. He had been melected by

the Preaidcnt *at leaat & month® before his appointment took effect,
i1t was leter recalled,k but the exact date of his letter of appoint-

ment from the President is not known. 5 In eny case, Vandenberg waa

i The Preaident'e letter of appointment sddressed to Admiral

% W @, fersfovniag .,;':ﬁm;',r ,.,,.r::\bn‘.;;,.,u‘;.J P nth (tm Pr.sj‘d.nt" °t .r =
R 3*‘1%’55’ & ey (o 'ud~*’etnfg§66ﬁ§%%*e, ‘dbova), mddressed t% *
the several departmental heads and ordering the establishment of
CI0 and ¥YA. No sctual copy of the sppointment letter has heen
seen (it may be on file in the Personnel Office, but there is no
doubt of its existence and transmittal to Bouers on . _,;,13 22, » ¥
1946, sccording to his Administrative Assistant, WSS -
iliﬁ!lﬁiﬁhln&

interviewsd by the Ristorical Staff "5, 1956,

2 matordcal Staft interview withulisainiiiiihen

. 1bid.
J read.
b 1p1a,

5 The Personnel éffica'a 4201 jacket® on Vandenberg msy oontain
& copy of the Fresiq.ent 's letter.,
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sworn into office and come on duty on June 10, 1946.1 s in the

case of Admirsl Scuers, Qeneral Vandenberg's appoir;tmnt was not

subject to Senate confirmation, and may have besen based cn & formal

recommendation by tﬁe NI2 to thes Fresident., He served almost a year. ?
On #pril 30, 1947, by Presidential letter, he was ordsrad back to

%ww)

the Amyﬁa:ffective;ﬁay 1, 1947.2

-

Rear Admiral_&osooe H. Hillenkoetter served as DUl from May 1,
v 1947, to October 7, 1950, firat as head of CIG and (beginning abeut
v September Y8, 1947) as head of CIA. He was sppointed as DCI by
President Trumen on April 30, 1947, effective May 1, 1947, after
having been "approved® for the position some ten weeks earlier, on
February 17, by the NIA and the President, subject to the expectad
departure of Ganarai Vandanberg.h Hillenkoetter took his osth of

1 orrice diary of SUNNEIEENSINNNG: (Vandenberg's Adninistra- _
ke peslotant), quoded. by her.dn dnterview of April 5, 1956, olted.: .t Ei fil
above. The date "June 10, 1946," was also mentioned in the Presi- o

dent's letter to Vandenberg, April 30, 1947, cited below.

2 on 4pril 30, 1947, the President wrote to Vandenberg, recalling
the latter's service since "June 10, 1946", and relisving him as

y DOI, efféctive the next day, te return to the Army Air Porces., (See
certified copy of this letter, in DI/S file entitled "Basic Admin- i
istrative suthorities" for CIG/CIA, 1946-53, document No. 25.) P
Incidantally, Vandenberg was still actively serving as ICI on the i
very day of his departure, May 1, 1947. Thus, for example, hs
appearsd on that day to testify as DOI before the House Committes on
Expenditures in the Executive t&, ) with respect tc the pending
bil which later heceme the Natio Security Act. (See transeript
gf 11?5, dated May 1, 1947, unolassified, in Office of Legislative
OuUnsel, ¢

3 Gertified copy of President's letter tc Hillonkoetter, April 30,
1547, in DD/S file "Besic Administrative Authorities®, document no. 26.

. L These facts on the background of Hillenkoetter's sppointment are
from the unpublished disry of Admiral William D, Leahy, the President's
"personal representative" on the RIA, a8 quoted orally bty him to =
member of the Historical Staff on Uty 3, 1952. (See Historical Staff
interview with Leahy, July 3, 1952, in O/DCI/HS files.)

. -3 -
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; office and came on duty om Mey 1, 1947, in acoordgnce with the

1 0on July 26, 1947,2 the

Fresident's letter of the day before.
President signed the National Security Act, which provided (among
other things) thatiCIG would be renamed CIA, and which geve statu-
tory recognition to the title "Director of Central Intelligence",
Scmetime between Séptember 18 and 27, 19&7,3 this statutory change
a,dm/\&‘;
became legally effectiveg Hillenkoetter sutomatically continued
: A
/ in offic%N : th*a new cath of office 2}&5 ICT and as
head of the newly designated Agency. Sometime late in June 1950

I
£
:
4
- ~ é i
or esrly in July 1950 ﬁ%&ﬁ%&m‘%‘ﬁ%‘%mo retire him as | i i“‘
ICI, subject to the appointment of & auccesaor.s After the eppoint- {§§

went of his successor (QJeneral Smith; see below) was confirmed by

.. Difﬁetor!a Administrative Assistent il o
W quoted in Historical Steff interview pre-

ATy m“;:’k&}"i‘;ﬁiﬁﬁi}ﬁ? i%@g&ﬁ;%%m’%! f'i_'.’i."liﬁ"‘-“;:'-':;\’fz‘:;"-‘ kS _ﬂ-” o n:v- ”."f“(x*.;";‘}"f
hithe Fresident eigned the Nationsl Security Act.

s

3 The Jeneral Counsel in 1953 issued an interpretation (in the %L
pemphlet, "Text and Explsnation...” cited above) that Sept. 18, 1947, b
is to be regarded &s "the effective date of the eatablIEEEEEf'ﬁ?"%%%

v CIA,” that is, "the day after the date on which the Secw of Lefense -
,  firet appointed {James Forrestal} ook office.’ (Ibid., p. 20-a.) ?

In snother interpretation, however (Ibid., p. 19), Sept. 20, 1947, is
given as the date when *the Director first eppointed Egiiionkooftqg7
under /the National Securifg Act/...lias taken office.” On the other !
hand, the date Hept. 27, 1947 (Two months after the National Security
Act was pessed), has been *oustomarily used" ‘g office, L

as the beglaning date for CIA, eccording to’
interview cited above

—

P Jwl s s
July 1950, speculating on
the successor. to Hillenkoetter, y rumored to be seeking retire-
ment from CIA. According to MNNlSERANNNNG (in interview cited

sbove), Aduiral Hillenkoetter's intention to retire was already known

in the Direotor'a.a;fiee late in June 1950.
£ - h -

—fi gl i TR
DUl L e
Approved For Release 2005/12/23 : CIA-RDP83-01034R000200180001-0

COmMOn, S




TR eI SRR IOE DR SIS VIV S IR

/ - . Approved For Release 2005/42/23:-G -01034R000200180001-0
- . LE S vy

the Senate, on August 28, 1950, Hillenkeoetter continued in office
snd remained in CIA until October 7, 1950, the day thet Smith took
office. ‘

Lieutenant '?Genaral Walter-Bedell Smith served as DCI from
October 7, 1950, to February 9, 1953. He was nominated to that
position by President Truman on August 18, 195‘0,.2 confirmed by the
Senate on August 28, 1950,3 and tock his oeth of office and entered
on duty on October 7.% During the interval from August 28 to
October 7, 1950, éanoral Smith appeared twice at CIA for various
preliminary activitiea as D0I-dasignates first, for a one-day "coffee"
visit with his predecessor, Admiral Hillenkoetter, evidently scme-

timo in September%l%ﬁ;s eand next, for "ebout 2 week" before taking

1 pn undated, printed detter with Admiral Hillenkoetter's facsimile
_ signature, p tred for cﬂ.rcﬁlntion to the CIA staff on his(depnrtura,
e s st e AN i SR 4 ected, depﬂxtura. ;- of NG
Sy ag%ﬂ Kbtt. Adninistrative MEhoRLIA
ties", dacumnt no. 90.) . . w (in interview cited previously)
. ha oont‘irr;ed that Hillmkuotter did aotually remein on duty until
' j @ 7, 1950. ‘ :

2 Bee presa notices in New York Times and other clippings, Aug. 1950,
in scrapbook, "CIA in the News%, in CIA Library. Oeneral Smith's
. eppointment as DCI was rumored 1n the press early in July 1950, and on
{ July 26 he was ofﬁ.eilny lizted as one of two oandideted/(a&long with
¥William Foster) by the Whita House press seoretary. (Ibid.)

3 quid.

b According to a "journal entry" in an office diary (in card form)
kapt at the time in the Office of General Counsel, (eneral Smith was
sworn in at "1000 hours,® on Oot. 7, 19%0. ﬁgoted to Historical Staff
by the compiler of that diary, now in the 0ffice

y of Legislative Lidlson, in interview with her on Anril 5 ’ 1956 )

5 Unofficial office diary kept by _ ) NN, then
Y (end now) Administrstive Assistant to the H‘I_,and quot.ed by her to
Historical Staff in interview with her on April 5, 1956.
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office, that is, f:ion\x about October 1 to October 7.1 (During that
week, his newly appointed Deputy, williem H. Jackson, was also on
preliminary duty :m (14, in office quarters adjsacent 1o General
S.mi.th.)2 General Smith served as DCI for more then 27 months, al-
~ though he had originally planned to serve for a somewhai shorter
period.3 Sometime late in Decembar 1952 or early January he was
- abmar i
—y nomineted by the President o bscome Under Secretary of State,
and on February 9 5 (shortly after Senate: confirmaeticn of thet

- Gl
appointment snd President( Trusanls nomination of Mr. Iulles &s DC1),
— General Smith left CIA. T @

~

1 rpid.

2 7pid. The exact date of Mr. William H. Jackson's formal appoint-
ment as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence is not clear. On
fug. 22, 1950, the Weshington Post stated categorically that he had

)\ been seleated s Députy 0 Oeneral.Spith, whose own pomination as, 01 .
) vaz '"panaiﬁ*"gg’g“ﬂid B swdrn 1hte’

‘ 8. Juckson was sworn e
office and came on duty officislly on Oct 0 1950, along with General @
Smith, end he servéd as DICI until Aug. 951, when he was named c

a new part-time position oalled "Specldl Assistant and Senior Con-
sultant to the DCI." (See Motice 53-S1, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in
CIA Records Center.)

3 Press comments in the summer and fell of 1950 indicated that it
was common knowledge that CGeneral Smith might stay in GIA only for a
brief period. As eerly ss December 25, 1950, one praes group (Newaweek)
publicly” predicted that Mr. Allen W. Dulles (just arrived in CIA ss

one of Smith's Deputies) would eventually succeed Smith as Iirector.
(See scrapbook of press clippings, "CIA in the News", previeuvsly cited.)

For Smith's nomination as Under Secretary ot State, see press
clippings cited above. -

2 On Smith's departure from CIA on Feb; 9, 1953, Mr. Dulles was
announced a8 Acting DCI. (Ses No‘bio?{?i%-ﬁ, junclassified, in CIA
Records Center.) - Ry’

:5:;-""f -
"

. e

7 O N o
ot . e (‘I
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et ¢ g,
Mr. Allen Welsh Inlles served as ICI beginning February 2:‘5%;

Fadrmsring 18\
1953, He was nominated by President Eisenhower h;\wconfimed\?by the y

¢
“

Sttt 3'..;.0‘,. o !

Senate MFobfuarﬁa and was sworn into office and entered on

s new duties on February 26, 1953.° Previously Mr. Dulles had i®
served in CIA, since about mid-December 1950, in the following %
capacities: firset, in the Direotort's office as Deputy Director for ;
Operations (from about mid-December 1550 to ebout Jan, 1, 1951)h; E;
next, as Deputy Director for Plans (January hs to August 23,6 1951); j

Eer Mr. Bullu"'\
2

PR | PO s
For Mr. Dulles! confirmation, see

wia ﬂMh‘e ‘bﬂ"-

s Fadrv3,1453, p. 1340,

3 r. Dulles(aworn in on Peb. 26, 19 to office diary
of his Administrative Assistant NNNNINIINIINES , cited
sbove. On the same day his appsointment was announced to the CIA staff
by Notice 31-53, unclessified, Feb. 26, 1953; copy in CIA Records
Center. '

pafigcording

st Bonp, ‘Dalles okine on @ity LA X ubout" Dec, 15, 1950, evidentiy d seiinen 0

to take the position of Deputy Director for Operations (ID/0), pre-
viously announced on Dec. 1 &3 a new but (then) still vacant posi-
tion. (See General Order No. 38, Secret, Dec. 1, 1950, in CIA Records
Center). The exact date of his first duty in CIA ie not clear. Om
Dec. 18, 1950, he attended 2¢ppnrent1y for the first time) the DCI's
regular ataff conference. (Ses 50-M-l, Seoret, Dec. 18, 1950, in
0/DOI/ER. Two days esrlier, however, on Dec. 16, Drew Pearson had
reported in the Washington Post that Mr. Dulles was already "now® in
OIA. (See scrapbook, “CIA In the Wews", in CIA Library.) Mr. Dulles
himself three years later recalled (evidently from memory only) that
he first came to QIA in "Januery 1551" as ®"Deputy for Plans". (Ses
transeript of Senate ¢ ttee hearing in executive session, on his
nomination ae IXI, -Feb?@ 1953, unclaeseified, in Office of Legis-
lative Liaison.) \@

5 Oeneral Order No. LO, Secret, Jan. L, 1951, in CIA Records Center,

6 Notice £53-51, HSecret, Aug. 23, 1951, im CIA Records Center. This
Notice announced Mr. Dulles as INCI (=ucceeding Mr. Willism H. Jackson),
and in addition announced thet Mr. Frank 0. Wisner was replacing
Mr. Inlles as Deputy Director for Flans, (Ibid.)

Approved For Release 2005}1 2/23: CIA-RD‘i583-01034R000200180001-0
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and finally, as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence (fugust 23,;
¥ 1951, to February 26, 1953). During thet eerlier period, chiefly
after August 1951, Mr. Dulles also served from time to time &s acting
Mrector in Generai Smith's absence. His last major period &8s acting
DCI was from Pebruary §, 1953 to February 26, 1953, while he was DCI-
designate swaiting Senate confirmation.gﬂJAs of August 1956 (beyond
the date of this study), Mr. Iulles will have served as DCI for three

and & hslf years, longer then any of his predecessors.3 &la, ﬂL/

J'For example, ¥r, Dulles served as acting ICT from time to time
in 1951 and 1952, but normally these ccce&sions were not announced
formally to the CIA staff. COocasionally he presided at IAC meetings
(in General Smith's absence) with the title of "Acting IXI". (See
1AC minutes, passim, in IAC-M files, in O/DCI/ER.)

2 yotice 23-53, unclassified, Feb, 9, 1953, N

3 Additional sources that might clarify further scme of the re-
maining doubtful pointe in the service records of these five DCI's
are the Personnel Office's official folders on each of these men,
the Military Personnel Division's records, the official daily diary
of the Director's office (especially for 19L6-50, in the fxecutive

7 ilegistry), the;informal of fice diaries and scrapbooks kept by

other key personnel in the Director's effice.

) j‘bf“%i"hiﬁ L._.,» w Eu.:—» —
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SERVICE RECORDS OF TiE UIRECTORS

OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE, l9b6-19531

Kear Admiral Sidney W. Souers, U3SN, served as the first ICI,

from Janu&ry{?é%%iQhé, when President Truman ordered the establish-

e

ment of the NIA and the CIG,2 o Juneg,w;$19h6. ldmiral Souers!
- <

1 This atudy, prepared by the Historicel S$taff in April 1956, is
intended to establish historically rellsble detes, in convenient
reference form for the lirector's office, covering the tenure of
sach of the five men who served successively as Iirector of Central
Intelligence from January 19h6 to date, and to attempt to reconcile
occasionally conflicting or missing evidence on particular dates
for a given appointment, cath of office, entrance on duty, or de-
parture from office, Five Directors in all served in turn during
the first ten years of CI3/CIA: Sidney W. Souers, ioyt S. Vandenberg,
Roscoe H. Hillenkositer, W. Dedell Smith, and Allen W. Dulles., The
historical documentation for the period of the fourth of these
Directors, Oeneral Smith, has been taken primarily from the ilistori-
cal Staff's ccmprehensive history of his administratiocn, in draft
form, and from the official records on which that history is based.
For the earlier periods, however, the pertinent orders, announce-
ments, dates, and other documentation had not previocusly been
assenbled and ccllated by the illstorical Staff, While the present
study ie based largely on research in the igency's official records,
it also contains references gleaned from informel office diaries
kept in the Director's office, interviews on doubtful points with
persomnel of the Dirsctcr's office, and contemperary press notices,
all in order to make the formal dates morse meaningful and to attempt
to £1i1l some of the partlcular geps not covered in the official
records avallable to the Historical Staff,

196,

5

S » vn,"r‘ ‘L-; .

2 President Harry 5, Trumen's letter of January 22, 1946, addressed
to the Secretaries of State, Wer, and Navy, 1s regarded by the
Historical Steff as the beginning date for the Central Intelligence
Jroup (CIG) and the Hational Intelligence Juthority (NIA). (Copy of
the President's letter, mimeographed snd unclassified, is in 0/DCI/HS
filea.) 1In a later lsgal interpretation, haweverz the Ceneral Joun-
sel's Office suggested that February 5, 1946, was’he effective date®
for NIA and (by implicetion) for CIG. That interpretation (issued
in 1953) clites the President's formal Txecutive Order of February 5,
1946, which apparently re-issued the substance of his letter of
Jamuary 22 into a form for general publicetion in the daily Federal
Register. (See General Counsel!'s pamphlet entitled "Text and Explana-
tion of the Central Intelligence Act of 1949...and Other Statutes...," )
/ Res®stricted, issued in Oct. 1952, aspecially page 19 revised on 280197

rdy edﬁar;Rema@baaasmz;;gts@waass-%O&ﬂ 920018090]\;0 T ey
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m‘ C ’ggh,,,"/ ’ Uy Loa E, M‘rk‘f;“g u%?ﬂ:’l&i

WL v Bidikiie & . AL N R Ry

% S‘A" L THALAes O Stnal gt Aeoan T :




Approved For Relgase 2005/12/23 %QA%&:Q&%@@@4RO%ZOO180001-0

formal ap%gintment wag by TPresidentlial letter {probably dated
L
Januarygf?§4l9h6),l and wes not subject to Senate confirmation;

2 He had

&nd he was sworn in and took office on that same day.
agreed tc serve 2s the first Director for only & limited paricd,
extending to "about six montha",3 and after his successor (Oeneral
Vandenterg) haé been selacted, Souers laft CIC #nd returned to the
_White House staff, on Jnne’i%; 19L6.
T VLiaﬁtenant deneral Hoyt 8. Vandenbarg, US Army, served as
: DCI from June 10, 1946, to May 1, 1947. He had been selected by
the President "at least a month" before his eppointment tool: effect,
1% wes later;racalled,k‘but the exact date cof his letter of appoint-

nent from the President is not known.s In any cese, Vandenberg wes

1‘The Presidentts letter of appointment addressed to Admiral
Soners personelly, is not to be confused with ths President's other
letter of the same dey (cited in footnote 2, above), addranced to
the several departmental heads and ordering the establiabment of
CIG and ¥IA. VYo asctual copy of the eppointrment letter has heen
seen (it may be on file in the Personnel Office), but there is no
doubt of its eximtence end transmittal to Souers on Januaryi22, ¥
1946, according to his Administrative Assistant, Miss Lillian
Christensen, interviewed by the Historical Staff on Anril &, 1956.

: Histordical “taff interview with Miss Christensen, ibid.
3 b1,
b Inid,

5 The Personnel Office's %201 Jacket" on Vandenberg may contain
& copy of the President's letter.

P83-01034R000200180001-0
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sworn intc office and cone on duty on June 10, 1946. 45 in the

case of Adeirsl Tcucrs, 7eneral Vandanberg's appointmeant was not

subject to Senate confirmation, and may have been based on & formal

recommendation by the NIA to the President, fle servsd almost a yoar,

On April 30, 1947, by Presidential letter, he was ordearad back to

Qo Feorcreas,
the 2my, offective May 1, 1947.2
Rear Adairal Roscoe Y, Hillenkostter served as DCI from May 1,

v 1947, to Octoter 7, 1950, first as head of CIG and (beginning nbewt
y September M4 1947) as head of CIA. e wes appointed as XTI by

President Trumen on April 30, 1947, effective May 1, 19&7,3 after

having been Mapproved” for the position some ten weeks sarlisr, on

February 17, by the NIA and the Prasident, subject to the expected

departure of Jeneral vandenberg.h illenkoetter took his ocath of

1 oftice diary of Lillian Christenssen (Vandenberg's Administra-
tlve Assistant), ~uocted bty her in interview of Anril 5, 1956, cited
above. The date "Jume 10, 1$46," was also mentionsd in the Pregi-
dent's letter tc Vandenberg, Anril 30, 19L7, cited below,

2 on #pril 30, 1947, the President wrote to Vandenberg, recalling
the latter's service since "June 10, 1946", and relieving hinm as
DCI, effactive the next day, to return to the Army 2ir Forced. (See
certified copy of this letter, in DD/S file entitled "Basic Admin~
istrative Authorities™ for CIG/CIA, 1946-53, documsnt No. 25.)
Incidentally, Vandenberg was still actively serving as DCI on the
very day of his departure, May 1, 1947. Thus, for example, he
appeared on thet day %o testify as DCT before the House Committee on
Expendltures in the “xecutive (Qepts.) with respect to the pending
billywhich later became the Natio Security Act. (See transcript
of ring, dated May 1, 1947, unclaasified, in Office of Legislative
Counsel. )

3 Certified copy of President's letter tc Hillenkoetter, April 20,
1547, in DU/S file "Besic Administrative Adutherities", document no. 26.

. 4 These facts on the background of Hillenkocetter's appointment are
from the unpublished disry of Admiral William D. Leahy, the President's
"personal representative’ on the HIA, aB quoted orally by him to a
member of the Historical Staff on duly 3, 1952. (See Historicml Staff
interview with Leahy, July 3, 1952, in O/ICI/HS files.)
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office and came on duty on Msy 1, 1947, in accordance with the
President's letter of the day before.t On July 26, 19!;?,2 the
President signed the National Security Act, which provided (among
other things) that CIG would be renamed CIA, and which gave statu-
tory recognition to the title "Director of Central lntelligence®,
Scmetime between September 18 and 27, 19h7,3 this statutory change
Cbrannod
became legally effectiveg AHillenkeetter automatically continued

in officﬁm h # new ocath of offical?pns IOT and as

head of the newly dasignatad.&geagy.p Sometime lége in June 1950

or early ia July 1950 hﬁfgtgggigid”§§%L??E§§3£§%;;o retire him as
&I, subject to the appointument of a succeascr.s After the appoint-

ment of his successor (Cemeral Smith; see Lelow) was confirmed by

1 Office diary of Director's idministrative Assistant {Missa
Lillien Christensen), quoted in iistoriesl Staff interview pre=
viously cited,

? Date on which the President aigned the National Security fcb.

3 7ne @eners]l Counsel in 1953 issued an interpretetion (in the
pamphlet, "Text and Explanstion..." cited above) that Sept. 18, 1947,
is to be regarded as "the effective date of the estebiishment of the
CIA," thet is, "the day after the date on which the Seck” o Lefense
first appointed {James Forrestal} took office.’ (Ibid., p. 20-a.)

In another interpretation, however (Ibid., p. 19); Sepbt. 20, 1947, is
given as the date when "the [irector Iirst appointed /Hillenkceiter/
under /ihe National Seouriti Act/e..has taken office.” On the other
hand, the date Sgﬁt. 27, 1947 (two months after the National Security
Act was pessed), has been "custonarily used" by the Idrector's office,
as the beglnning date for CIA, according to Miss thristensen, in
interview cited above. Fra

e ) —_—
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See various press comments, early in July 1950, spéégiating on
the successor to Hillenkoetter, commonly rumored to be seeking retire-
ment from CIA, According to Miss Christensen (in interview cited
sbove), Admiral Hillemkoetter's intention to retire was already known
in the Director's office late in June 1950.

- h_ -
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the 3enate, on August 28, 1950, Hillenkeetter continued in office
and remained in CIA until Cctober 7, 1950,3'tha day thet Saith took
office.

Lieutenant Ceneral walter Bedell Smith served as ICI from
Oetober 7, 1950, to Pebruary 9, 1953. He was nominated to that
position by President Truman on fugust 18, 195(3,2 confirmed by the
Senate on August 28, 1956,3 and took his osth of office and entered
on duty on October 7.% During the interval from August 28 to
Detober 7, 1550, General Smith eppeared twice at CIA for various
preliminary activitics as ICI-designate: firet, for a one-day "coffee"
visit with his predecessor, /dmiral Hillenkcethter, evidently some-

time in September 1950;5 znd next, for "about a week" before taking

l.&n undated, printed letter with Adnmiral Hillenkoetter's facaimile
signature, prepared for circulation to the CI2 staff on his departure,
mentioned W%:Ef 7* as the date of his expected departure, (Copy of
undated letfer, unclassified, in DD/S file “Basic Administrative Puthori-
ties", document no. 90.) Miss Christensen (in interview cited previously)
has confirg@d that Hillenkusetter did actually remsin on duty until

7, 1950.

2 Uee press notices in New York Times and other clippings, frug. 1950,
in scrapbock, "CIA in the News", in CIA Library. Genersl Smith's
appointment as [CI was rumored in the press early in July 1950, and on
July 26 he was officially listed as one of two candidatef/(along with
William Foster) by the white House presa secretary. (Ibid.)

3 1bid,

&,ﬁccording to a "journal entry" in an office diary (in card form)
kapt at the time in the Office of General Counsel, Genersl Smith was
sworn in at "1000 hours,” on Oct. 7, 1950. (Quoted to Historical Staff
by the compiler of that diary, Yiss Barbara Cohen, now in the Office
of Leginletive lialson,in interview with her on fpril 5, 1956.)

5 Unoificial office diary kept by Miss Lillian Christensen, then
(and now) Administrative Assistant to the i(l, amd quoted by her to
Historical Staff in interview with her on April 5, 1956.

-5
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b gaJW ist
office, ihat is, from ebeut October 1 to Detober 7.1 (During thet
week, his newly appointed Deputy, william H, Jackson, was &lsc on
preliminary duty in CI4, in office quarters adjacent to General
Smith.)z Jenerszl Smith served as DCI for more than 27 months, al-
though he had originally planned to serve for a somewhst Bhorter
parind.3 Sometime late In December 1552 or eerly January he wes

bl atiboar L

—_— nominated by the President™o bscome Under Secretary of State,

end on February 95'(shortly after Senate confirmetion of that

gppolntment end President Trumsrls nomination of Mr, Iulles as DCI),

B/ Ceneral Smith left CIA.

! Ibid.

2 Ibid. The exact date of #r. William 4. Jackson's formal appoint-
ment as lepaty iirector for Central Intelligence is not clear, On
Aug. 22, 1950, the asshington Dost stated categoricslly that he had
™\ been selected as Deputy to General Smith, whose own nomination &s ICI
Q’@) --( ¥ag pending at thet moment in ths Senste. Jackson was sworn into
G{l. office and came on duty officially on Oct.(7,) 1550, along with General
Smith, apnd he served as DICI until Aug. 951, when he was pamed

ot Le & new pert~-time position called "Spec Assistant and Senior Con-
:"Kyiﬂx /sultant to the ICI."™ (See Notiece 53-51, Secret, fug. 23, 1§51, in

Qe CIA Records Center.)

%V?; 3 Preas comments In the summer and fall of 1950 indiceted that it
pr§3k,, was common knowledge that Ceneral Smith might stey in CIA only for &

P*;. brief period. s early as December 25, 1950, one press sreoup (Newsweek)

publicly predicted thet Mr. Allen W, ™lles {Jjust ar.ived in CIF as
one of Smith's Deputies) would eventuslly succeed Smith as Mrector.

(See scrapbook of prsass clippings, “CIA in the News", previcvsly cited.)

!‘For Emith's nomination &8 Under Cecretery or Siste, see press
clippings citoed above.

Cn Smith's deperture from CIA on Féb, 9, 1953, Mr. ivlles was

ennounced 88 fcting ICI. (See Notied: 23-53, unclassified, in CIA
Records Center.) R

P
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¥r. Allen Welsh Dulles served as IXI beginning Pebruary 26, k'("

,?,em‘&&#‘! ’b\‘/’;
1953, He was nominated by President Sisenhower ) confirmed by the

Gop, 3’ v‘"é‘" r"umi’ i
A

PO

Senate lmaﬁ Febmdrﬁz and was sworn into office and entered on
his new duties on February 26, 1953. 3 Previously Mr. Iulles had
served in CIA, since about mid-December 1950, in the following
capacities: first, in the Directort's office as Deputy Direector for
Operations (from about mid-December 1950 to sbout Jan. 1, 1951)%

next, as Deputy Director for Flans (January hs to August 23,6 1951); «,:
T T Fy w&a.—«%’iew**'wﬁﬁii-’f& e (o

o g TP § YOV~ PRI NTSITRIF_ W SEU. S SV Y 2a ki
Eer Mr, Dulles' mtigaavm&w{;m&waﬁppimweﬁe&tbm. '

2 4 Long. fecrk , Fhiv1,1452, o 1340,
For Mr. Dulles' confirmation, see[press clippings-eited above.

1

. "%

3 Mr, Dulles;a%rn in on Feb. 26, 1953, according to office diary
of hias Administrative Assistant (Miss Lillian Christensen), cited
shove. On the same dey his appointment was announced to the CIA staff
by Notlce 31-53, unclessified, Feb. 26, 1553; copy in CIA Records
Center,

4 Mr, Dulles came on duty in CIA about Dec. 15, 1950, evidently
tc take the position of Deputy Director for Operations (ID/0), pre-
viously announced on Dec. 1 as a new but (then) still vacant posi-
tion. (See General Order No. 38, Becret, Dec. 1, 1950, in CIA Records
Center). The exact date of his first duty in CIA is not clear. Om
Dee, 18, 1950, he attended (apparently for the first time) the IXI's
regular staff conference., (See SC-M-1, Secret, Dec. 18, 1950, in
0/DCI/ER. Two days earlier, however, on Dec. 16, [rew Pesrson had
reported in the Weshington Post that Mr. Dulles was already "now" in
CIA. (See scrapbook, "CIA In the News", in CIA Library.) Mr. Dulles
himsell three years later recalled (evidently from memory only) that
he first came to CIA in "January 1951" as "Deputy for Plans". (See
transcript of Senate committee hearing in executive ssssion, on his
nomination as IXI, Peb, ?h,) 1953, unclassified, in Office of Legis-
lative Lisison.) \,@

5 General Order No. 40, Secret, Jan. L, 1951, in CIA Records Center.

6 Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in CIA Records Center. This
Notice announced Mr. Dulles as UDCI (succeeding Mr. William H, Jackson),
end in addition announced that Mr. Frank 0. Wisner was replacing
Mr. Dulles as Deputy Director for Plans. (Ibid.)

-7 =
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and finally, as Deputy [irector for Central Intelligence {fugust 23 ,1
195})tc February 26, 1953). During thet eerlier period, chiefly
after fugust 1951, Mr. Mulles alsc served from time to time 28 acting
Mrector in General Smith's absence. iis last mejor period ss amcting
DCI was from February ¢, 1953 to February 26, 1953, while he was DCI-
designate swaiting Senate confirmation. 257 Ap of August 1956 (beyond
the date of this study), Mr. Dulles will have served as DCI for three
and & helf years, longer then anmy of his predeceasora.3 Qo ﬁL/

w be \ P~ . Doddia il II\G&«/{, M ce D cr
prn 2 s T . pery, —_ i
2@%314‘ Aoun tha ﬁ%ﬂaatJvu?f Ljfxitla

lPer example, Mr, Dulles served as acting ICI from time to time
in 1951 anc 1952, but normslly these occasions were not anncunced
formelly to the CIA staff. Occasionally he presided at IAC meetings
(in Oeneral Smith's abserce) with ths title of "Acting DCI". (See
IAC minutes, passim, in IAC-M files, in O/DCI/ER.)

2 Notlce 23-53, unclaessified, ¥Feb. 9, 1953, in CIA Records Center.

3 Additional sources that might clarify further some of the re-
maining doubtful points in the service records of these five D(I's
are the Personnel 0ffice's official folders on each of these men,
the Military Personnel Division's records, the official daily diary
of the Iirector's office (especially for 1946-50, in the Exscutive
Registry), ¥he informel office diaries and scrapbooks kept by
other key personnel in the [irector's office,

-8 a
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Rear Admiral Sidney W. Souers, USN, served as the first e,
from January 22, 1946, when President Truman ordered the establish-

ment of the NIA and the CIG,2 to June 10, 19L6. Admiral Souers!

1 This study, prepared by the Historical Staff in April 1956, is
intended to establish historically reliable dates, in convenient
reference form for the Director's office, covering the tenure of
each of the five men who served successively as Director of Central
Intelligence from Jamary 1546 to date, and to attempt to reconcile
occasionally conflicting or missing evidence on particular dates
for a given appointment, oath of office, entrance cn duty, or de-
parture from office. Five Directors in all served in turn during
the first ten years of CIG/CIA: Sidney W. Souers, Hoyt S. Vandenberg,
Hoscoe H. Hillenkoetter, W, Bedell Smith, and %llen #. Dulles. The
historical documentation for the period of the fourth of these
Directors, General Smith, has been taken primarily from the Histori-
cal Staff's comprehensive history of his administration, in draft
form, and from the official records on which that history is based.
For the earlier periods, however, the pertinent orders, announce-
ments, dates, and other documentation had not previously been
assembled and collated by the Historical Staff. while the present
study is based largely on research in the Agency's official records,
it also contains references gleaned from informal cffice diaries
kept in the Director's office, interviews on doubtful points with
personnel of the Director's office, and contemporary press notices,
all in order to neke the formal dates more meaningful and to attempt
to £ill some of the particular gaps not covered in the official
records available tc the Historical Staff.

2 President Harry S. Trumsn's letter of January 22, 1946, addressed
te the Secretaries of State, dar, and Navy, is regarded by the
Historical Staff as the beginning date for the Central Intelligence
droup (CIG) and the National Intelligence Authority (WIA)., (Copy of
the President's letter, mimeographed and unclassified, is in O/DCI/HS
files.) 1In a later legal interpretation, however, the General Coun-
sel's Office suggested that February 5, 1946, was the effective date
for NIA and (by implication) for CIG. That interpretation (issued
in 1953) cites the President'!s formal Executive Order of February 5,
1946, which apparently re-issued the substance of his letter of
January 22 into a form for general publication in the deily Federal
Register, (8ee General Counsel's pamphlet entitled "Text and Explana-
tion of the Central Intelligence Act of 1949...and Other Statutes...,"
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formal appointment was by Presidential letter (probably dated
January 22, l9h6),l and was not subject to Senate confir@ation;
and he waé sworn in and took office on that same day.z He had
agreed to serve as the first Director for only a limited veriod,
extending to "about six months",3 and after his successor (General
Vandenberg) had been selected, Souers left CIG and returned to the
White House staff, on June 10, 1946.

Lieutenant General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, US Army, served as
ICI from June 10, 19L6, to May 1, 1947. He had been selected by
the President "at least a month" before his appointment took effect,
it was later recalled,u'but the exact date cf his letter of aspoint-

ment from the President is not known.5 In any case, Vandenberg was

L e President's letter of appointment addressed to Admiral
Souers personally, is not to be confused with the President's other
letter of the same day (cited in footnote 2, above), addressed to
the several departmental heads and ordering the establishment of
CIG and NTA. TWo actual cony of the appointment letter has been
seen (it may be on file in the PFersonnel Office), but there is no
doubt of its existence and transmittal to Souers on January 22,
1946, according to his Administrative Assistant, Miss Lillian
Christensen, interviewed by the Historical Staff on Lpril 5, 1956,

2 listorical Staff interview with Miss Christensen, ibid.

3
L

5 The rersonnel Office's M201 jacket!" on Vandenberg may contain
a copy of the President'!'s letter.

Ibid,.

Ibid,

ﬁéﬁ‘é:""‘g‘!:
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sworn into office and came on duty on June 10, l9h6.l As in the
case of fdmiral Soucrs, General Vandenberg's appointment was not
subject to Senate confirmation, and may have been based on a formal
recommnendation by the NIA to the President. He served almost a year,
On fpril 30, 1947, by Presidential letter, he was ordered back to
the Army, effective May 1, 1947.°

hear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter served as DCI from May 1,
1947, to October 7, 1950, first as head of CIG and (beginning about
Seotember 18, 1947) as head of CIA. He was appointed as ICI by
President Truman on April 30, 1947, effective May 1, 19h7,3 after
having been Yapproved" for the position some ten weeks earlier, on
IPebruary 17, by the NIA and the President, subject to the expected

departure of (eneral Vandenberg.'l‘l Hillenkoetter tcok his oath of

L orfice diery of Lillian Christensen (Vandenberg's Administra-
tive fssistant), quoted by her in interview of April 5, 1956, cited
above. The date "June 10, 1946," was also mentioned in the Presi-
dent's letter to Vandenberg, April 30, 1947, cited below.

2 On fpril 30, 1947, the President wrote to Vandenberg, recalling
the latter's service since "June 10, 1946n, and relieving him as
DCI, effective the next day, to return to the Army Air ForceS§., (See
certified copy of this letter, in DD/S file entitled "Basic Admin-
istrative Authorities" for CIG/CIA, 1946-53, document Ho. 25.)
Incidentally, Vandenberg was still actively serving as DCI on the
very day of his departure, :May 1, 1947. Thus, for example, he
appeared on that day to testify as DCI before the House Committee on
Expenditures in the ixecutive Depts., with respect to the nending
bill which later beceme the National Security Act. (See transcript
of hearing, dated May 1, 1947, unclassified, in Office of Legislative
Counsel.)

3 Certified copy of President's letter to Hillenkoetter, April 30,

1947, in DD/S file "Basic Administrative futhorities", document no. 26.

These facts on the background of Hillenkoetter's appointment are
from the unpublished diary of Admiral william D. Leahy, the President's
"oersonal representative" on the NIA, as quoted orally by him to a
member of the Historical Staff on July 3, 1952. (See Historical Staff
interview with Leahy, July 3, 1952, in 0/ICI/HS files.)
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office and came on duty on May 1, 1947, in accordance with the

President's letter of the day before. T On July 26,

1947, 2 the

President signed the National Security &ct, which vprovided (among

other things) that CIG would be renamed CI&, and which gave statu-

tory recognition to the title'"Director of Central Intelligence",

Sometime between September 18 and 27, l9h7,3 this statutory change

. became legally effective, and Hillenkoetter automatically continued e ﬁ}
6 La

X L e
in office (apparently with*a new oath of officeh) as ICI and as 4137

head of the newly designated Agency. Sometime late

or early in July 1950 he requested the President to

in June 1950

retire him as

DCI, subject to the appointment of a successor.5 After the appoint-

ment of his successor (General Smith; see below) was confirmed by

1

Office diary of Director's Administrative Assistant (Miss

Lillian Christensen), quoted in Historicsl Staff interview pre-

viously cited.

2 fate on which the President signed the National Security Act.

3 The General Counsel in 1953 issued an interpretation (in the
pamphlet, Text and Explanation...! cited above) that Sept. 18, 1947,
is to be regarded as "the effective date of the estatlIsShment oF the

CI&," that is, "the day after the date on which the

Secﬁi&?jbefense

Tirst appointed {James Forrestal) took office. (Ibid., p. 20-a.)
In another interpretation, however (Ibid., p. 19), Sept. 20, 1947, is

given as the date when "the Director First appointed LHillenkoette£7
under /the National Security Act/...has taken office.m On the other

hand, ‘the date Sept. 27, 1947 (Two months after the
fect was passed), has been "customarily used" by the

National Security
Director's office,

as the beginning date for CIA, according to liss Christensen, in

interview cited above,

Christensen, in interview previously cited,

5 See various press comments, early in July 1950
the successor to Hillenkoetter, commonly rumored to

None was recalled by his Administrative Lasistent, Miss Lillian

s Speculating on
be seeking retire-

ment from CIA. According to ifiss Christensen (in interview cited

sbove), Admiral Hillenkoetter!'s intention to retire
in the Director's office late in June 1950.

was already known

- ) -
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the Senate, on fugust 28, 1950, Hillenkoetter continued in office
and remained in CIA until October 7, 1950,1 the day that Smith took
cffice,

Lieutenant General walter Bedell Smith served as DCT from
October 7, 1950, to February 9, 1953. He was nominated to that
position by President Truman on August 18, 1950,2 confirmed by the
SGenate on August 28, 1950,3 and took his oath of office and entered
on duty on October 7.1‘l During the interval from August 28 to
October 7, 1950, Ceneral Smith appeared twice st CTA for various
preliminary activities as DCI-designate: first, for a one-day "coffee'!
visit with his predecessor, Admiral Hillenkoetter, evidently some-

time in September 1950,‘5 and next, for "about a week'" before taking

1 tn undated, printed letter with Admiral Hillenkostber!s facsimile
signature, orepared for circulation to the CIA staff on his departure,
mentioned "Oct. 7" as the date of his expected departure. (Copy of
undated letter, unclassified, in DD/S file "Basic Administrative Mathori-
ties", document no. 90.) Miss Christensen (in interview cited previously)
has confirmed that Hillenkoetter did actually remain on duty until
Oct. 7, 1950.

2 See press notices in New York Times and other clippings, &ug. 1950,
in scrapbook, "CTA in the News", in CIA Library., General Smith's
appointment as ICI was rumored in the press early in July 1950, and on
July 26 he was officially listed as one of two candidate® (along with
William Foster) by the White House press secretary, (Ibid.)

3 Ibid.

h.ﬂccording to a "journal entry" in an office diary (in card form)
kept at the time in the Office of Ceneral Counsel, General Smith was
sworn in at "1000 hours," on Oct. 7, 1950. (Quoted to Historical Staff
bty the compiler of that diary, liss Barbara Cohen, now in the Office
of Legislative Liaison,in interview with her on April 5, 1956.)

5 Unofficial office diary kept by Miss Lillian Christensen, then
(and now) Administrative Assistant to the DCI, ame quoted by her to
Tistorical Staff in interview with her on April 5, 1956,

-5 -
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office, that is, from about October 1 to October 7.1 (During that
week, his newly appointed Deputy, wWilliam H. Jackson, was also on
preliminary duty in CIA, in office quarters aajacent to General
Smith.)2 General Smith served as DCI for more than 27 months, al-
though he had originally planned to serve for a somewhst shorter
period.3 Sometime late in December 1652 or early January he was
nominated by the President to become Under Secretary of State,h

and on February 95 (shortly after Senate confirmaticn of that
appointment and President Truman's nomination of Mr. Iulles as DCI),

General Smith left CIA.

1 Itid,

C Ibid. The exact date of Mr. William H. Jackson's formal appoint-
ment as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence is not clear. On
fug. 22, 1950, the washington Post stated categorically that he had
been selected as Deputy to General Smith, whose own nomination as DCI
was pending at that moment in the Senate, Jackson was sworn into
office and came on duty officially on Oct. 7, 1950, along with General
Smith, and he served as DICT until Aug. 23, 1951, when he was named
to a new part-time position called "Special Assistant and Senior Con-
sultant to the ICI." (See Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in
CIA Records Center.)

B_Fress corments in the summer and fall of 1950 indicated that it
was common Knowledge that General Smith might stay in CIA only for a
brief period, /is early as December 25, 1950, one press group (Newsweek)
publicly predicted that Mr., Allen 4. Dulles (just arrived in CIE as
one of Smith's Deputies) would eventually succeed Smith as Director.
(See scrapbook of press clippings, "CIA in the News", previously cited,)

for Smith's nomination s Under Secretary of State, see press
clipoings cited above.

On Smith's departure from CIA on Feb. 95 1953, Mr. Iulles was
announced as Acting DCI. (See Notice 23-53, unclassified, in CIA
flecords Center.)

-6 -
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ifr. Allen welsh Dulles served as ICI beginning February 26,
1953. He was nominated by FPresident Eisenhowerlg confirmed by the
Senate late in February,2 and was' sworn into office and entered on
his new duties on February 26, 1953.3 Previously Mr. Dulles had
served in CIA, since about mid-December 1950, in the Tollowing
capacities: first, in the Director's office as Deputy Director for
Operations (from about mid-December 1950 to about Jan. 1, l951)h;

next, as Deputy Director for Plans (January hs to August 23,6 1951);

; .
1 For Mr, Dulles' nomination as DCI, see press clippings cited above.

For iMr. Dulles' confirmation, see press clippings cited abvove,

-]

3 e, Dulles sworn in on Feb. 26, 1953, according to office diary
of his Administrative Assistant (Miss Lillian Christensen), cited
above. On the same day his appointment was announced to the CIA staff
by Notice 31-53, unclassified, Feb. 26, 1953; copy in CIA Records
Center.

hjﬁr. Dulles came on duty in CIA about Dec. 15, 1950, evidently
to take the position of Deputy Director for Operations (DD/0), pre-
viously announced on Dec. 1 as a new but (then) still vacant posi-
tion. (See General Order No. 38, Secret, Dec. 1, 1950, in CIA Records
Center)., The exact date of his first duty in CIA is not clear, On
Dec. 18, 1950, he attended (apparently for the first time) the DCI's
regular staff conference. (See SC-if-1, Secret, Dec. 18, 1950, in
0/DCI/ER. Two days earlier, however, on Dec. 16, Drew Fearson had
reported in the wWashington Post that Mr, Dulles was already '"now" in
CIA. (See scrapbook, "CIA In the News", in CIA Librery.) Mr. Dulles
himself three years later recalled (evidently from memory only) that
he first ceme to CIA in "January 1951" as "Deputy for lans". (See
transcript of Senate committee hearing in executive session, on his
nomination as DCI, Feb. 24, 1953, unclassified, in Office of Legis-
lative Liaison.)

5 General Order No. LO, Secret, Jan. L, 1951, in CIA Records Center.

6 Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in CIA Records Center. This
Notice announced Mr. Dulles as DDCI (succeeding Mr. william H. Jackson),
and in addition announced that Mr, Trank 2. Wisner was replacing
fIr. Dulles as Deputy Dirvector for Plans. (Ibid.)
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and finally, as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence (August 23,1
1951 to February 26, 1953). During that esrlier period, chiefly
after August 1951, Mr. Dulles also served from time to time as acting
Director in General Smith's absence, is last major neriod as acting
DCI was from February 9, 1953 to February 26, 1953, while he was ICI-
designate swaiting Senate confirmation.2 4s of fugust 1956 (beyond
the date of this study), Mr. Dulles will have served as DCI for three

and a half years, longer then any of his predecessors.

1 For example, Mr. Dulles served as acting DCI from time to time
in 1951 and 1952, but normally these occasions were not announced
formally to the CIA staff, Occasionally he presided at IAC meetings
(in General Smith's absence) with the title of M"Acting DCI". (See
IAC minutes, passim, in TAC-M files, in 0/DCI/ER.)

2 Yotice 23-53, unclassified, Feb, 9, 1953, in CTIA Records Center.

3 Additional sources that might clarify further somwe of the re-
maining doubtful points in the service records of these five DCI's
are the Personnel Office's official folders on each of these men,
the Military Personnel Division's records, the official daily diary
of the Director's office (especially for 1946-50, in the Executive
iegistry ), ’rrhe:i‘nformal office diaries and scrapbooks kept by
other key personnel in the Dirsctor's office.
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pear Sdmirsl dldney o, Uouners, bk, sceved as the fivst TICT,

frem Janwery 22, 1946, when iresident Qruarn cracred the cshablishe

- e e 2 . . N ..
aent of the W4 and the Lo to Jdune 10, 1944, aadral Soncrs!?
3 2

fhis study, ercepareo by the Jistoricel otoff dn April 1506, 1s

intended to cebel:lish uv er cally reliablc deles, in convenicutb
reference Torm for thv Jirecter's office, coverin. the tonure of
each of the five men who served successively os ldrcctor of denbral
Intelligence from January 19016 Lo date, and Lo atbbompt te reconeile
oceas 1onhlly conflicting or missing cviacence on particulsay dates
for a given appointment, cath of office, cotrance on duty, or de-
parture from office. Mive IMrecltors in alm cerved in turn during
the first ten years of CIL3/CIA:  Sidney . souers, oyt &. Vandenberg,
Kkoscoe H. Hillenkoetter, W. pBedell Smith, and Zllen W. Dulles. The
historical documentation for the geriod of the fourth of these
Directors, General Smith, has been taken nrimarilJ from the Nistori-
cal staffts c@mprehcnsivu nistory of his candnistraticn, in draft
Tform, and Irom the official rucords on thuu that ldstory is Lesed,
for the earlier pGrJOdS, howcver, the perbinent crders, cnnounce-
nents, dates, end other documentation had not reviously been
assembled and collatcd by the,ilistorical Htaff. while the nresent
study 1s based largely on research in the epcy 's official records
it slso contaldns references leaned [row oloiasl office dieeicy
kept In bhe Director's ofiies, inbervieus oo doul.binl ooinbi oilh

vorocmnel of the fircclorts office, and conboo,oror Lrees nistice,
all du order to ozl Wb Ceracl o antbes mor. meaninciul ane ho oBboaod

L
to 411 souwc of The porticnlor noe not covercd in the officinl
records avallable to the Jiwtorical stafl,

2 cJresldent derry S Trmeants loetbor of Joowery 22, 194G, codressed
te the secrctarics of Ltote, o, rnd ey, is seraca o
Msteorical Sters cs the boginnii . date for bhe central dnblt i ence
droup (YI0) eud bhe Mational Julolligonce | uthorit, (tiae jo '}ung ol
the identts letter, lwmeosra hed aand wnelessloiod, tu lu w/o0 /G
filus.) Tn a later logal dntcrpretation, nodover, Lhs oiers ] ooun-
sells (] Cosuggested that Yobrusry B, 1008, e
for and (by dmplication) Tor 0. el b
cnbte foraal & i

Lire eifoelive date

rctalion (asaed

in 1953) eites the rrogs

/

L9h6, which eparcntly ro-issnca the
January <2 dnbo a forn For soncrel ablicolico fa Lhe oy vederal

GO ol o hruary Gy,
of tis Notler ol

tegioter, (bee deneral Counscl's sowphlet wobitled Whext o nxplona-
tion of the Dentral 1ntulligcncp et oot 1Uh Y.L ient Glher betutes... !
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forusl o ointment wag by cresidential lebler (rrobably dated

[24

KIS P 1 AN l PR Jg- N . N - - PR aKS PR
Jaruary 22, 1946), 7 and was not subject to sunste confiruetion;
I B . - o . B P | o . P AN - . - by el - N ‘f-, . 2 Ve vy o]
and he was suorn in ond took oifice on thot oo ey s e hed

agrecu to serve es the first sicveetor for unly o 1imited oeriod,

o

crtending to Maboulb six 1’;101’11;}15;”,3 end e flor his successcor (Oeneral
Vandenberg) haa Leen sclecbed, Souers left C0f ond returncd bo bhe

-

Jiite House steff, on June 10, 19L6.

Licutenant Jeneral doyt . Vandenborg, o ATy, served as
DL frowm June 10, 1946, to ey 1, 1947. ¢ hed boen scleoherd Ly
the President "at least a month" hefore his appointuent took effect,

1t was later recalled,  but the exact date of iis lebber of a Jpoint-

went from the i'resident is not lmown.5 In any cese, Vandenberg was

The President's letter of aspointment adrircescd to Fdudre]

1

souers pergonally, ig not to Lo confuscd uibh Lhe residenbts other

letter of the sonc dey (cited in Footnote 2, Siovel, edirore J oto
the soversel desartmental hoads and ordorive bhe estavlisie ot of
CIG and MIA. To ectual covy oF the a Jpodnbocnt Totbber heo beon
seen (1t v be on File in the ierscnncl Gitfied, bt thore is no
doubt of' dts existence and transmitbal bo “oucie on dormary 2
y G nce cnd transmittal bo toucys on Jamer 2, 1343 fet

19h6, accord

Christens®h )
e

Higtorical taff intervieu

12 to hils sdeduistretive Cssictont, fiss 141005
intervicwed by the deteorical el on ardl o, 1ORE,

X PR R 1iin
xull'".l.lf(JLU_L:\..I},I ibid. 1389 ot

Tbid,

L Thid.

5 The rersonnel OFficets 1201 Jocket! on vandenberg wey contain
2 cony of the rresident's letter.
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sworn intoc office and cawe on duty on June 10, 1YL, cg o the
case of ranirel Soucrs, ‘keneral Vendenber's oppoinbment wes not
subject to denate confirmation, snd way hiove bl Lased cu & formal

recommendation by the 114 to the rresident. e served eluaost o yoar.

On ol 30, 1947, by sresidential letter, he s ordercd bick to

the Ly, effective ray 1, 1%ﬁ.2

Lear Sdmirel doscoe He dillenkeelbor gcrved as 1 frowm @y L,

similng about

&a-

1947, to vctobier 7, 1950, first #s hzoad of Lt and (g,
sSeatenbor 1Y, 1YLT) as head of CLi.  He was appoivted as 10T by

President Truman on Aoril 30, 1947, effective oy 1, 19h?,3 after

having been “"approved! for the position some ben wecks carlicr, on

February 17, by the III4 and the rresident, subject to the expected
L

llonbhoetber ook his cotiy of

Office dlery offrillico Zhrictenscanf(vanoaonterg's “ondniotra-
tive Jselstant), -cuwoted by hov du dntervicw of Joril L, 195G, eited
above. 1he date "June 10, 1%HhE," was aleo wentloned in the crusl-
dentts lelbler to vonmyn]arg, Joril 30, 1947, cibed helow.

departure of udencral Vendoenburg.

f

2 on soril 30, 1947, the ‘resident wreto to Vendenberg, reealling
e latterts service since MJune 10, 19060, and relieving hiia es

.bI, gffective the next day, Lo roturn to the rey fir HOLCCu (Lce
certificd copy of this letter, in Di/S file cntitled "Pasic »dmin-
istrative fLuthorities! for CIG/CILA, 1946-53, document ifo. 25.)
Incidentally, Vandenberg was still ectively serving as DCI on the
very day of lis departure, iay 1, 1947. Thus, for example, he
appearad on thet day to testify as DCT before the douse Commitbtee on
Gxoenditurcs in the xecutive Jonts,, with respeel bo L oinding
bill which leter beceme the Totiousl wecurlby cb. (Vee brenscriot
of hearing, dated moy 1L, 1947, unclassificd, in Cifice of Logislative
Counscl, ) ' :

3 Certified copy of Fresident's letter te dillenkoctter, spridl 30,
197, in DD/S file "GBesic Aduinistrative shoriticst, docwasent no. 26,

These facts on the backyground of Hillenkoctter's appointment ,
from the unpublished diary of aidmiral Jilliam . Leahy, the President's
”perqonal reprcsentative” on the HIA, o5 quoted crally by him to a

wmber of the Uisterical »talf om Ju13 3, ';LZ. (e thecorueal staff
.l.d'bcl"VlC;l'(r with Leaby, July 3, 1952, in o/uef /o '
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office and ceme on duty on Hay 1, 1947, in accordance with the

Fresident's letter of the day before.l Qa July 20, 19h7,2 the

President signed the Hetional Security fct, which vrovided (among
other things) that CLG would be renamed CIA, and uhich gave statu-
tory recognition to the title'"Director of Central Intelligence'.

Sometime between September 18 and 27, l9h7,3 this statutory change
Mé
becane lepally effective, and ffillenkcetter sutomatically continued % F?L 1
- o in
. ,‘i L_, N - "r’m vt
in office (apparently with'a new oath of office15 as DCI and as Qﬁg?,L"”’q,ufﬂ

v, (M
H -

1 1

head ¢f the ncwly designatod goney.  Somclime lote in June 1950
or eerly in July 1950 he reouested the President to retire Lia as

DCL, subject to the appointment of a successor. Alter the appoint-

ment of his successor (eneral Smith; see Lelow) was confirmed by

1949 Act

Lorrice dilary of Director's “dainistrotive ‘fesist: nt*
Lillien Ziristensen)f ouoted in ilistoricsl oterf lutuIVLew yft—
viously citsu,
ipte on which the rresident signed the Lotional Seeurity .ctb.
3 the General vounsel in 1953 issued an foborpretation {in the
gamghlet, Trext end txplenation.. W cited olove) thoel sept. LG, 1ul7,
to be regarded a5 "the effeclive date ol the esha bLlnlmmDL of the
P M,” thet is, "bhe dey after the date on which the gecy”, of "Defense
first appointed (James forrestal) tock office. (Ibid., . 20=-a.)
In znother interpretation, however (Inid., . L9), Gepbs 20, 1947, is
given as the cate when "the ldrector Thirst agosciubed ,;ll?@uhocttur/
under /The Hationel Security . e/, has token orfice.T un Lhe othor
hand, ‘The date oept. 27, lCA( (,wo months after the Wational | security
Let was nassed), has bLeen "eustonarily uscd" by the Dircctor!'s of fice,
as the beginning date for CIA, according tozl;:s Christens Lni in
interview cited sbove. . e N 7
L. ! . 1949 Act
Hone was recalled by his Adwinistrative 'vaistengi_iiss lillian
“hrlstonson,jin interview previonsly citoed.
5 P,
Hee various press comments, carly in July 1550, speculalbing on
the successor to Hillenkoetter commonly ruwmored to be uucklug retire-
mnent from OTA, According to[:ips Lhrlubcn__ﬂi(Ln interview cited T g
ebove), sdmirel MllenkoeltonrTs intention 0 1o birc wes Il auy known’ R
in the Jirector's office chc in June 1950,

- -
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the Senate, on fugust 2€, 1950, ifillenkoetter continuced in office
and remained in $IA until October T, 1950,1 bhe day thet saith took
of fice, ‘

Lieutenant Genersl walber Cedell Saibh scrved os T from
Octoker 7, 1950, to Pebruary 9, 1953, 1le was howlnaled te that
position by iresident Trumen on ‘ugust 10, 1950,2 confirmed by the
senete on Jugust 28, 1950,3 end took his ooth of office snd entered
on duty on Qectober 7,h During the intervol from August 20 to
Cctober 7, 1950, General Smith oppeared twice at CTL for various

preliminary ectivities as DCi-designate: first, for a one-day "cofFfeeh

visit with his o

decessor, Jduiral Hillenkectter, evidently some-

time in September 195055 and next, for "aLiout & week! heiore baking

J‘An undated, orinted lebter with Aduiral [11lenx etlerts lacsimile
signature, prepared for circulation to the CT4 stalf on his departure,
mentioned "Oct. 7" &g the date of his expected departure.  (Copy of
undated Lettar, unclassified, in DU/S file "Basic fdministrative futhori-
ties", document no. 90. ) Wlss bhrlutenoen‘(ln interview cited prov1ously) ,
hos oonfjr(ned that MillenkocTtor (Hd cetiml ly wvewsin on duly unbil 1943 ket
gete 7, 1950

Lie press notlees in Mew “orlk PMacs oud obher eligoings, o, 1950,
in screnboolk, "314 in the Hews't, 0 i j;ii:T?iI&f. general oidhls
appoihtiment as X1 wes runmcred in tho aress carly dn Juls ]j;( end o
July 26 he wes ()’f'f’i'L("'a'l]..}-' Listed o one ol two condidabos (e Long with
dillism Foster) by the uhite douse sress seceretary., ("LLdo)

3 IToid.

Lecording to o VMiournal entry!' in an office disry (in card form)
kept at the time in the Office of General Lounsel, Ceneral Smith was
gworn 1in at "1000 hours >t on CGet, 7, 1950, (Unotnu to Jistorical “taff
by the compiler of Lhat dLary diss Barbara Co hcn fhow in the Offlve
of Legislative Llalson in interview with her o “pril 5y 1956.)

5 Unofficial oFflee diary kept by*HiSS I111ian Christenseq, f then
(and now) sdainistretive Gssistant to the UL, end amoted Ly Ler to
distorical Stafi in interview with her on 7 wil L, 1956, .

-5 -
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. . . A : O .
office, that is, frow about Uctober L to Cctower 7. {luring that

spoilnted Deputy, #illiem . Jackson, was also on

week, his newly &
preliminery duty dn CLf, in officc guarters aojacent to General

o 2 _ i "o
Giith. ) Ceneral dmith served as DCL for aove than 27 moabths, al-

m

though he had originally plaanned o serve for @ somewhat shorter
period.3 Scmetime late in December 1962 or carly Jonuary he was
nominated by the President to hecome Undef vecretary of State,

and on February 95 (shortly efter venate confirmation of that
appointment and President Truman's nomination cf Mr. Dulles as DCI),

General wmith left CIA.

Twid,

2 Ibid. The exact date of «r. Jilliawm :l. Jackson's Tormal appoint-
ment as Usputy Uirector for Central Intelligence is not clesr. On
tug. 22, 1950, the Washington Post stated categorically that he had
been selected as Deputy to General Smith, whose own nomination as DCI
was pending at thot wmowent in the Senate, Jsckson uas suorn into
office and cawe on duty officially on Oct. 7, 1950, along with General
Balth, @nd he served as DICT until fug. 23, 1vyv1l, when he was named
to a new part-time nosition called "Special ifssistont and Soenior Con-
sultant to the DCL." (See lotice 53-51, tceret, fug. 23, 1951, in
ClA Hecords Cenbter.) ‘

3 Press comments in the summer and fall of 1950 indicated that it
was common knowledge that General Smith might stay in CIA only for a
brief period. As early as December 25, 1950, cne press group (Newsweek)
rublicly predicted that Mr. 2llen 4. alles (Just errived in CIE as
one of Snith's Deputies) would eventually succeed Smith as Uirector.
(See scrapbeok of press clippings, "CIA in the newsY, previously cited.)

For Smith's nomination a&s Under Secretary of Stale, see press
clipvuings cited above.

On dmith's departure from L4 on Meb. v, 1953, . ‘ulles was
announced es ..cting LCL. (Yee totlice 23-53, unclossified, in Ol

iecords Lenter.)
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re fLllen Jelsh Dulles served as ol Leginning February 26,
RS T TT,- . i g - - ] - ST e me R . l N s o 3 - -
1953,  He was nominated Ly iresident iscnihower >, conlirmed by the

A 2 . . :

nenate late in Webruary, S ond was sworn inte office and entered on
his new duties on Tebruary 26, 1953.3 creviously “fr. Dulles had
served in CIA, since about mid-December 1950, in the following
capacities: first, in the Ilirector's office as Deputy IMrector for
Cperations (frow cbout mid-liecenter 1950 to atoub Jan. 1, 1951)lﬂ

5

next, as licputy wirector for lans (Januery L7 to jugust 23,6 1981);

For dr. ulles!' nominaticu as DCL, see press elippings cited zbove.

For ;ir. Dulles! confirmotion, see press clipnings clted above.

e
BIMr. Dullesréworn in on Feb., 26, 1953, gccording to office diary
of his Administrative Assistant[&ﬁ%ss Lillian Christensen)# cited
ebove. On the same day his appolntment was cuucunced to The OTA staff
by Wotice 31-53, unclassified, Feb. 26, 19535 copy in CIA wecords
Center,

h}%r. Dulles came on duty in CIA about Dec. 15, 1950, evidently
to take the position of Deputy Director for Cperations (WD/0), pre-
viously announced on Dec, 1 as a new but (then) still vacant posi-
tion. (See General Order llo.» 36, Secret, Dec. 1, 1950, in CIZ Lecords
Center). The exect dste of his Tirst duty in CIA is not clesr. On
Pec. 1€, 1950, he attended (apparently for the first time) rhe DCIt's
regular staff conference. (See HO=i=1, Sceret, lee. 18, 1950, in
O/DCL /e, Two days earlicr, however, on Lec, 16, Urew carsen had
reported in the Jashington lost that Hr. Julles was alresdy "nowt in
CTA. (SYee scrapbook, "CIA in the News", in CI4 Librery.) r. Dulles
hingelf three vears later recalled (evidently from memory only) that
he first came to CTA in "Januery 1951" as "Deputy for Ilans'". (See
transcript of Senate committee hraring in executive soscien, on his
nomination as DU, Teb, 2, 1y53, unclassified, in Office of [egis-
lotive Liaison.)

5

6 lotice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in Cl& sccords Ucnter. This
NMotice announced HMr. ulles as LNOT (succeeding vr. william i. Jackson),
and in addition announced that Mr. Trank de wisner was replacing
Hr. Dulles as Deputy Director for Plans. ("bhid.)

General Order ko. L0, Scécret, Jan. L, 1901, in CI4 records Center.

-7 - ;
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and finally, as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence (fugust 23,1
1951 to February 26, 1953). During that csrlier neriod, chiefly
after ltugust 1951, ilr. Mulles clsc served From tiﬁe to tine as acting
Director in Ceneral Smith's absence. s lost mejor period as acting
DCT was from February 9, 1953 to February 26, 1953, while he was DCT-
designate awaiting Senate confivmation.Q ood Jumist 1956 (beyond
the date of this study), Mr. nlles will hove served os O0T for three

and a half years, longer then any of his predeccssors.

For ewaawle, Ir, Imlles scived as ceting 0l from bive to time
in 1951 anc¢ 1952, but normally these occasions were nolt announced
Formally to the CIA staff. Occasionally he presided ot IAC meetings
(in deneral “mith's absence) with the bitle of NActing DCIM.  (See
LG minutes, passim, in 14C-1 files, in 0/NCT /T, )

2 . ¢ s o ; - . I
Nlotice 23-53, unclassified, Teb. 9, 1953, in CIL ltecords Center.

Additional sources that might clarify further some of the re-
maining doubtful points in the service records of these five UCI's
are the Personnel Office's official folders on each of these men,
the Militery Personnel Mvision's records, the official daily diary
oft the Jirector's office (especially for 1946-50, in the ixccutive
ilegistry), the:fﬁformal office diaries and scrapbooks kept by
other key personnel in the Director's office.
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TEE DIRECHORS OF CHNERAL JWERLIIGENCHE

Rear Admivel Siéney W. Souers, USSR
23 Jsnuexy ASHOR 7 June 1946

Lisutensnt General Hoyt Senford Vendeobers, USLAF
10 June 1946 - 1 May 1947

Rear Admiral Rosece Henry Hillenkoetter, USK
1 May 1947 - 7 Ostober 1950

Lieutenant General (later Genexal)
Walter Bedell Smith, USA
7 Ostober 195%C - 9 Februsry 1993

Mr. Allen Welsh Iulles
26 Februsry 1953-

THE DEFUTY DIRECTORS OF CERTRAL INTELIIGEICE

Mr. Kingman Dougless
1 Februsry 1046 - 11 July 1946

Brigadier Genevel (lster Major Gonexal)
Edwin Kennedy Wright, USA
July 1946 - 10 Mareh 1949
This is a TEMPORARY DOCUMENT

Mr. Willlsm BEarding Jeckson onl
: _ y, for the use of DCI/HS.
2 Octicber 1350 - 3 August 2951 The record copy has been
] released to National Archives
¥r. Allen Waléh Tulles under the HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM.
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Subject: OIC
Called Mr. Walter Pforzheimer in the General Coucsel!s Office to ask
him if he could tell me off hand where President'Truman's letter of 22 Janusry
19L6 directs that the Director of Central Intelligence shall perform the
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three principal Central Intslligence functions, whereas the National Security

Act of 1947 directs that the Agency should do these same things. He daid
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that it is customary in drafting laws to give the directed functions to the
department, rather than to an individual., It is 1&rgel& g matter of legal
drafting. It is , of course, understood that the responsibility for the
functions rests with the director. An exception he pointed out in the
National Security Act is the matter of protecting sources and methods which
is allocated specifically to the WCI. In case circumstsnces arose in
which the Agency "had to be held accountable for its scts it would be the

Director specifically who would be brought te amccount.”
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ABSTRACT

This draft history'of the Directors of Central Intelligence from 1946
to 1953 contains dates of DCI appointments and tenure; also dates of Kkey
legislation establishing the CIA. Particular attention islpaid to the

transition from one Director to the next.
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